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SUBJECT: VISIT TO PANAMA BY COSTA RICAN PRESIDENT ODUBER 

1. LOCAL PRESS NOTED TODAY, DEC. 18, THAT PRESIDENT DANIEL 
ODUBER OF COSTA RICA HAS SCHEDULED A STOPOVER IN PANAMA ON 
THE SECOND LEG OF A VISIT TO VENEZUELA AND PANAMA. 

2. WHILE IN PANAMA, ODUBER WILL MEET WITH BRIG. GENERAL 
OMAR TORRIJOS TO DISCUSS BILATERAL ECONOMIC MATTERS DEALING 
WITH BANANA EXPORTS AND THE ECONOMIC INTEGRATION OF THE 
COSTA RICA-PANAMA BORDER AREA. IN ADDITION, PRESS REPORTS 
THAT ODUBER WILL BE SEEKING THE HELP OF TORRIJOS IN 
EFFECTING THE RELEASE OF HUBER MATO BENITEZ, NOW IMPRISONED 
IN CUBA. ODUBER SCHEDULED TO ARRIVE IN PANAMA TODAY, 
DECEMBER 18. 
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